
 

What? 
Streamline is one of the Users and Innovation first round e-
administration projects. We are looking at supporting and 
"streamlining" the workflow associated with using learning object 
repositories - particularly focusing on academic staff dealing with 
metadata, resource discovery and personal management of 
resources.  
 
In particular we are concentrating on the following areas: 

1. Metadata creation: exploring using visualisations of 
metadata to allow selection of appropriate options; 
supporting automatic metadata generation based on 
textual analysis of course documentation mapped onto 
ontologies; light touch metadata (folksonomy style); 
effective processes for providing specialist support. 

2. Resource discovery: enhancing browsing using 
closeness measures such as latent semantic analysis; 
collaborative profiling; recommendation systems.  

3. Personal management: recognising two aspects: 
management of own resources and management of 
“found” resources, looking at tagging, version 
management, managing and sharing searches, 
subscriptions.  

Integrating Repository Function with Work Practice 

Why? 
Learning object repositories have great potential for allowing reuse 
and sharing of resources but they are underused and often 
unpopular with academics who see them as an additional load on 
their time. We therefore need to provide support to integrate the use 
of repositories into existing work practice and make their use more 
efficient and effective.  

How? 
We're approaching this problem from a number of angles: 
developing and extending open source tools, developing novel 
algorithms, and exploring social networking techniques. We have 
started from a formal standards-based view of learning objects and 
metadata but we are primarily interested in what works for people in 
their actual practice. Our project is based on the UIDM framework 
to ensure user engagement. We have run scenario modelling 
workshops, learning object workshops using early tools and have 
developed executable paper prototypes to gain insights into what 
users want. We are developing an variation of the UIDM approach 
where we rapidly cycle through lo-fi prototyping and modelling 
activities which involve users in the design, in order to inform the 
longer term development of working tools. 

Who? 
Leeds Metropolitan University – Innovation North, Carnegie and 
Health Faculties and Regional University Network in collaboration 
with Ben Ryan, independent consultant specialising in repositories. 
Our team contains educators, user-centred designers, information 
and library specialists, artificial intelligence researchers, 
technologists and software developers. We are working with range 
of users from across our own institution and, through our Regional 
University Network, from FE. We are keen to expand our user 
groups out further so do talk to us.

For more information and to get involved contact: 
Professor Janet Finlay 
Streamline Project Leader 
Old Broadcasting House 
Leeds Metropolitan University 
148 Woodhouse Lane 
Leeds, LS2 9PN 
j.finlay@leedsmet.ac.uk 
http://streamlinenews.wordpress.com/Funded by  
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